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M ay 31,2016

Hilla ryClinton for President: An

Endorsem entw ith a Differenc e

Reg ardless of w how in s the 2016 election ,the 45th P residen tof the Un itedS tates
w ill represen tan historic first:the firstw om an ,Jew orperson w ithouta w hit
of g ov ern m en texperien ce atan y lev el tooccupy the n ation 's hig hestoffice. A n d

justas un iquely,the n ext"presiden tial spouse"
w ill also represen t an historic first:the first
form er P residen tof the Un ited S tates, form er
presiden t of a colleg e w hich w en t out of
busin ess,or m odel w ho posed in the buff for a
GQ photoshoot. A n d althoug h the ran cor,
n am e-callin g , back -bitin g an d ov erall puerile
in an ity of the con testtodate is n eithersui generis

or of historic proportion , it is quite a head
scratchertosay the least. Iforon e can n otrecall
a presiden tial election in w hich som an y people,

w hen ask ed w ho they are plan n in g to v ote for
w ill, in stead of proclaim in g w hat's "rig ht" abouttheir chosen can didate, w ill
in stead,laun ch in toa schoolyardlitan y of the shortcom in g s,hum an failin g san d
in dictable offen sesafflictin g the can didate they w ill be v otin g ag ain st. Keepin g

all this in m in d, I am g oin g to break w ith thattradition , an d en dorse a
can didate not because of w hatIfin dirrev ocably objection able in theiroppon en t,
butratherw hatIfin dtobe both com pellin g an dhopeful in them . In m ak in g this
en dorsem en t,itis n ota "lesser of tw o ev ils" or "the ev il of tw o lesser" k in d of

situation . Rather, itism ak in g an en dorsem en tof - an d offerin g un stin tin g
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supportto-the bestperson for the job. In other w ords,an en dorsem en tw ith a
differen ce.

M y en dorsem en tg oes toform erFirstL ady,Un itedS tates S en ator an dS ecretary
of S tate H illary Rodham Clin ton .A n d before an y on e poin ts a fin g er,question s

m y san ity or tells m e I'v e becom e brain w ashed by "drin k in g the Kool-A id," let
m e tell you som ethin g :Irecog n ize thatS ecretary Clin ton -lik e all hum an bein g s
-isim perfect;she has herflaw s.Then too,sodidGeorg e W ashin g ton ,A braham

L in coln ,the cousin s Roosev elt,JFK,Ron ald Reag an ...all forty -fourof 'em .I
con sider m y self to be a fairly close, w ell-read an d k n ow ledg eable studen tof
A m erican political history. Todate,there hasn 'tbeen a sin g le on e of the fabulous
forty-fourw ith w hom I'v e ag reedon ev ery issue,prog ram ,proposal ordecision -

an d thatin cludes she w ho w ill,if there is an ythin g I can do aboutit,becom e
n um ber forty-fiv e - S ecretary H illary Rodham Clin ton . H istory is n ot,sim ply
speak in g , hag iog raphy; n either is it the strippin g aw ay of ev ery v estig e of
accom plishm en tan d dig n ity in the pursuitof discov erin g or iden tifyin g clay

feet. W e all hav e clay feet. It's sim ply partof the hum an con dition . W e are n ot
v otin g fora parag on ,butrathera presiden t.

I fin dS ecretary H illary Rodham Clin ton to be the bestperson for the job of
P residen tof the Un ited S tates for ten reason s ...n otn ecessarily in order of
im portan ce:

1. Experience: W hile itistrue thatrésum ésalon e don otg uaran tee successin

the O v al O ffice, they can - an d frequen tly do - offer a hig hly useful
g lim pse in toan in div idual's abilities an d experien ces w hile in form in g us
of the roads they hav e trav ersedthroug houttheirpublican dprofession al
liv es. S ecretary Clin ton has on e of the m ostcom pellin g w ork histories of
an yon e tohav e ev er run for P O TUS . S he k n ow s v irtually all the players
on Capitol H ill,in in dustry an dfin an ce,an din ev ery capitol on earth. S he
has the experien ce,tem peram en t,poise an dsav oir faire to be able to hit
the g roun drun n in g on day on e. S he is alsosuprem ely aw are of w hatshe
does not k n ow ,an dcan easily tap in toa v ast"k itchen cabin et"of people
w hodo k n ow ...

2. Maturity: S ecretary Clin ton carries herself w ith dig n ity an daplom b. S he

is n either a bully n or a boor. S he w ill be a pow erful an d dig n ified
presen ce on the w orld stag e.(As an aside, she also has one of the most real,
spontaneous laughs I have ever heard or witnessed.)

3. Supreme Court: In a Clin ton P residen cy, the S uprem e Courtw ill be

look in g aheadtothe 21stcen tury,an dn otback tothe 18th. S he w ill n am e
people to the federal ben ch w houn derstan d thatthe Con stitution is a
liv in g ,breathin g docum en t,ratherthan a static relic han ded dow n from
som e late 18th cen tury judicial M t.S in ai.A Clin ton -appoin ted courtw ill
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n otov erturn Roe v Wade; how ev er,itjustmay ov erturn Citizens United v
FEC.

4. Guns: W hile S ecretary Clin ton does respect the S econ d A m en dm en t,
she also un derstan ds thatthere are sim ply too m an y w eapon soutthere;
that in its prim ary fun ction as in dustrial shill, the N ation al Rifle
A ssociation (N RA ), hassold the A m erican public a bill of lethal

g oods. S im ply stated,she un derstan dsthatitis tim e for com prehen siv e
g un con trol,N RA be dam n ed. S he w ill n otcav e in toall the con spiracy
theoristsw hoscream aboutthe Fedscom in g totak e theirg un saw ay.

5. Israel: H illary Clin ton has been a frien dof Israel in both w ord an d
deedev er sin ce her days as FirstL ady of A rk an sas. M ore than 40 y ears
ag o she in stitutedan Israeli-creatededucation al prog ram (“H IP P Y”) in to
her state. Today,itis bein g used in in n early 2 dozen states. A s both a
sen ator an d S ecretary of S tate,she w ork ed closely w ith P rim e M in ister

N etan yahu to m ak e Israel's defen se posture ev en stron g er, w as atthe
forefron t of those k eepin g up san ction s ag ain st Iran , an dlen t early
support to P alestin ian M edia W atch, a research org an ization w hich,

am on g other thin g s,exposes an ti-Israel an d an ti-S em itic biases in
P alestin ian schools.

6. Pro-choice: S ecretary Clin ton has,for m ore than 40 years,been a stron g
supporter of a w om an 'srig httochoose. M ore im portan tly,she has been

an ev en stron g er supporter of prog ram ssafeg uardin g the health,
education an dsafety of w om en ,fam ilies an dchildren of all ag es. Un lik e
m an y, she does not believ e that"life beg in s atcon ception buten dsat

birth."
7. The Economy: S ecretary Clin ton does not believ e thatthe solution to

ev ery econ om ic challen g e is cuttin g taxes an d reg ulation s. S he is n ot-
in deed,n ev er has been - a "supply-sider" ...on e w ho believ es in the
efficacy of "trick le-dow n "econ om ics. S he g rew upin the m iddle-class an d
w ork ed hard to g ettow here she is today. S he took aw ay from her
upbrin g in g certain v aluesan dun derstan din g s n otav ailable tothose "born
on third base." S he has a fully detailedprog ram to rev italize the m iddle
class,expan dA m erican trade an dcreate n ew jobs athom e ...all w ithout
in sultin g our partn ers or erectin g barriers w hich w ouldratchetupg lobal
econ om icten sion s.

8. War and Peace:W hile I fin d S ecretary Clin ton to be m ore haw k ish an d

n eo-con serv ativ e than m y ideal in the area of foreig n policy, she is
defin itely n otin terested in g oin g to w ar w ith the restof the w orld. S he
v alues our allies,our treaties an d our in tern ation al com m itm en ts. S he
hasn odesire toputn uclearw eapon s in tothe han ds of those w hoare our

frien ds...oren em ies.
9. The Future of Planet Earth:S ecretary Clin ton fully accepts w hatm ore

than 97% of all clim ate scien tists hav e con cluded: that the earth is
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w arm in g atan alarm in g rate,an dthatfossil fuels share the lion 's share of
blam e. S he is in full ag reem en t w ith the recen tly n eg otiated P aris

A g reem en ton Clim ate Chan g e, an d has called forban n in g fossil fuel
dev elopm en ton publiclan ds. A n dyes,itdidtak e hera w hile tocom e out
ag ain stthe Keyston e X L P ipelin e,butw hatthe heck :she cam e aroun dto
the on ly respon sible,defen sible position .

10.And Finally: There's n o g ettin g aroun d the factthatS ecretary Clin ton 's
fav orability ratin g s are n ot,toputitdiplom atically,as hig h as a supporter
m ig htw ish. B utthen ag ain ,nobody's ratin g s are v ery g ood an ym ore;w e

liv e in a tim e w here on ly 4% of the A m erican publicsay they hav e a g reat
deal of con fiden ce in Con g ress,15% in the executiv e bran ch an d 24% in
the S uprem e Court. In other w ords, n o in div idual, n o in stitution ,
isbeliev ed tobe trustw orthy or letalon e com peten t.The reason s for this
turn of ev en ts are as v ariedas the hues an dshades in a rain bow -an djust

as m ysterious.The Clin ton s hav e been in the public eye for a lon g ,lon g
tim e.They hav e also prov ided a trem en dous am oun tof fodder for the
leg itim ate m edia, "in fotain ers," con spiracy theorists an d m em bers of

Con g ress look in g tom ak e theirbon es. A s a result,an aw ful lotof people
believ e they k n ow "the truth, w hole truth, an d n othin g butthe truth"
aboutthem . A n d y et,despite all the m an y y ears of slin g s,arrow s an d
outrag es,both S ecretary an d P residen tClin ton hav e surv iv ed ...an d

ev en flourished. S ecretary Clin ton has prov en herself to be a
person possessedof thick sk in an dsteely determ in ation . S he has also,for
n early four decades, show n extraordin ary g race un der fire.
These qualities are absolutely essen tial in a P O TUS ;on e w hom ustm ulti-

task 24 hours a day,365 days a year,n ow dealin g w ith a foreig n leader,
n ow urg in g Con g ress toact,n ow preparin g a S tate of the Un ion address
orpreparin g a budg et...all the w hile bein g closely follow edby a black -
suitedm ilitary aide carryin g "the atom ic football" - that om in ous 45-
poun dbriefcase housin g the codes n eededtoauthorize a n uclear attack .
It'son e hell of a lotto expectfrom an y on e in div idual. A n d of course,
w hether an y of her w ishes,n om in ees,prog ram s or leg islativ e proposals
can be en acted w ill depen d, to a v ery g reatdeg ree, on Con g ress; on
w hether they can place patriotism an d duty abov e partisan ship an d
dem on ization .

The office requires n either the perfection of a sain tn orthe spotlessn ess of a
parag on ; n either shoot-from -the-lip v ulg arity n or the ability to shock or
en tertain . W hatitdoes require isa steely resolv e to"preserv e,protectan ddefen d
the Con stitution of the Un ited S tates," an d the ability to w ork w ith people;all
k in ds of people from all k in ds of places holdin g on to all k in ds of
beliefs.Itrequires on e w ho w ill n ev er resortto fear m on g erin g for the sak e of
political v ictory org ain . Itabsolutely requiresan in div idual w how ill,tothe best
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of herability,n ev erem barrass the people of the Un itedS tates,orbrin g the office
of P residen tin todisrepute.

From w here I sit, there is on ly on e person w ith the k n ow ledg e, experien ce,
tem peram en tan d w orld v iew capable of fillin g the office beg in n in g in Jan uary
2017.

Thatperson is H illary Rodham Clin ton .
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