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by a show of han ds, how m an y are beset w ith
has becom e seriously un hin g ed?Thatn othin g w ork s an d

n oon e g etsalon g an ym ore?Thatdiscourse has been
replaced by dispute an d g en tility w ith g arrulousn ess?
That issues w hich really should be treated w ith
the utm ost m aturity an d seriousn ess

shrouded in m oron ic stupidity? If this is w hat's
g n aw in g aty our kishkes,y ou are n otalon e;it
seem thatan aw ful lotof people feel the sam e w ay
w hether they can articulate it or n ot.

been m orphin g in to this era of
psycholog ical heartburn forquite a lon g tim e;
100 years ag o, S ig m un d Freud published an essay

The Taboo of Virginity, in w hich he placed
break dow n of civ ilization on thatw hich he term ed

n am ely,"The n arcissism of sm all differen ces."B y this,

g ood doctor w as referrin g to the ten den cy people hav e to be m ostfiercely
opposedtothose w ho,in reality,they are -

closest.(Think Brits and
Scots, Serbs and Croats, Sunni and Shi'a,
Presbyterians andPentecostals, thoserunning
forvirtually any politicaloffice or, forfans of
the original "Star Trek," Lokai and

Freud didn 't g et aroun d tog iv in g this
n arcissism of sm all
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differen ces"its full airin g un til 1929, w hen he publishedCivilization and Its
Discontents. In thisdark ly pessim isticw ork ,Freudw rites:

“. . . men are notgentle creatures, whowanttobe loved, whoatthe mostcan defend
themselves if they are attacked; they are, on the contrary, creatures among whose
instinctualendowmentsistobereckonedapowerfulshareofaggressiveness. Asaresult,
theirneighboris forthem notonly apotentialhelperorsexualobject, butalsosomeone
whotempts them tosatisfy theiraggressiveness onhim, toexploithis capacity forwork
withoutcompensation, tousehim sexually withouthis consent, toseizehis possessions,
tohumiliate him, tocause him pain, totorture andtokillhim. H om o hom in i lupus
[maniswolftoman]. Whointhefaceofallhisexperienceoflifeandofhistory, willhave
thecouragetodisputethisassertion? . . . . Theexistenceofthisinclinationtoaggression,
whichwecandetectinourselves andjustly assumetobepresentinothers, is thefactor
whichdisturbs ourrelations withourneighborandwhichforces civilizationintosucha
highexpenditure[ofenergy]. Inconsequenceofthis primary mutualhostility ofhuman
beings, civilizedsocietyisperpetuallythreatenedwithdisintegration.

If the abov e seem s a bittoo academ ic or hig hfalutin ,con sider the satiristTom
L ehrer'stak e in the son g "N ation al B rotherhoodW eek ":

Oh, thewhitefolkshatetheblackfolks,
Andtheblackfolkshatethewhitefolks.

Tohateallbuttherightfolks
Isanoldestablishedrule.

S o m uch of w hat g n aw s at us - the v isceral hatred Republican s hav e for
D em ocrats (an dviceversa)an dliberals hav e forcon serv ativ es (an dversavice);the
utter certain ty thaton e's position san dw orldv iew are m oral,correctan dhan d-
deliv eredfrom M t.S in aiw hereasthose of on e'soppon en tsare im m oral,in correct

an d purloin ed from H ell; the m an ia foraccessin g an d
assig n in g blam e w here an alyzin g an d addressin g
are the ration al w ay to g o -all these an d a thousan d
other m odern in dig n ities can best be un derstood in
term s of Freud's narcissism ofsmalldifferences. P riv ately,

w e quak e an dcow er; publicly w e rem on strate w ith
certitude.W e project our ow n w eak n esses an d
in con sisten cieson to others an dthen decree thatthese
"others" are the on es w ho are w eak an d in con sisten t.
O n e of the m ostoft-heardslam s these daysis toreferto
a leader as"the g reatdiv ider." Truth to tell,P residen t
O bam a is n o m ore g uilty of "div idin g the n ation " as

isD on ald Trum p, H arry Reid, M itch M cCon n ell or an y specific in div idual,
in stitution or g roup.D r.Freud k n ew lon g ag o thatthatw hich div ides us the
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m ostcom es from w ithin ;itis thatpesk y old "n arcissism of sm all differen ces."
O r,asthe g reatphilosopherP og oputit,"W e hav e m etthe en em y an dhe isus."

M odern society g iv es people plen ty to be an g ry or un certain about. M odern
m edia m ag n ifies the beauty an driches of ourstar-k issedicon s,w hile atthe sam e

tim e in un datin g us w ith the in hum an ity an d utter bestiality of our star-crossed
en em ies. A s a result,m ore an d m ore people are jealous,en v ious an d g rossly
dissatisfiedon the on e han d,sleeplessly fearful on the other. A n dtom ak e a bad

situation w orse, leaders an d opin ion -shapers exploitthe n arcissism of sm all
differen ces - ev en if all they k n ow about S ig m un d Freud is that he had
som ethin g todow ith sex. M ore an dm ore,our politics are shaped,stirred an d
roiledby the n arcissism of sm all differen ces. In steadof upliftin g ,offerin g hope,

shapin g direction an dchallen g in g people to w ork tog ether tow ard a set of
com m on g oals,con tem porary can didatesare con ten ttoscare the liv in g daylig hts
outof the m asses an dcon tin ually proclaim thatit's"us ag ain stthem "-w hoev er
"us"m ay be.

B ecause B arack O bam a ran a positiv e cam paig n based on hope an d brin g in g
people tog ether back in 2008,he touchedm an y,m an y people an deasily w on
election . A n d because - for m ore reason s than can easily be putin to a sin g le
1,000-w ord essay - he n either could fulfill ev ery positiv e expectation his
supporters hadn orliv e up toev ery n eg ativ e expectation his detractors held,he

becam e a disappoin tm en ttosom e,the dev il toothers. S uch is the discon ten tof
civ ilization ;such isthe n arcissism of sm all differen ces.

S o lon g as w e con tin ue treatin g "our g uys" asparag on s of v irtue an dselfless
hum an ity an d"theirg uys"as the apotheosis of an om ie an dRan dian selfishn ess,
w e are g oin g to be disappoin ted, discon ten t an d discom bobulated.
A n dciv ilization w ill con tin ue bein g seriously un hin g ed.

In the w ordsof lyricistD av idL azar-from hisclassicDr. Freud:

WellDr. Freud, Dr. Freud
Howwewishyouhadbeendifferentlyemployed

Butthesetofcircumstances
Stillenhancesthefinances

OfthefollowersofDr. SigmundFreud
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