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A pril 12,2016

A Mem o to ThoseWho BelieveIt's

"Hea dsI Win, Ta ilsYouLose!"

To: Those W hoB eliev e It's"H eadsIW in ,TailsYou L ose!"
From: K.F.S .
Re: Reality

L ik e m an y,I receiv e ton s of em ail on a daily basis. Un lik e m an y,I hav e ten
differen tem ail addresses ...on e for each of the v arious faces an d facets of a
w on derfully fren eticlife.These daily em ails run the g am utfrom those urg en tly

solicitin g gelt for cam paig n s an d causes, to

requests for adv ice on issues of faith an d
relig ious practice.I hav e on e address thatis
strictly for m edical-ethics related protocols
an d others reserv ed for con g reg an ts,studen ts
ateach of three differen tun iv ersities w here I
teach, fam ily an d frien ds, political co-
con spirators an d readers of this blog . L ik e
you,Ialsoreceiv e m ore than m y fair share of
em ails tellin g m e how terribly im portan titis

thatI"forw ardthe en closedtoev eryon e in youron lin e address book " -w hich I
never do;I'm n ota g reatfan of con spiracies.

Frequen tly,Ireceiv e em ails ask in g m e w hether som ethin g a correspon den thas

read, receiv ed or heard is true, alon g w ith a requestthatI read an article,
editorial oressay,an dthen w rite back an dtell them w hatIthin k . A las,the press
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of tim e rarely perm its the latter. H ow ev er,from tim e to tim e I do receiv e an
em ail thatbeg g arsrespon se.The otherday Ireceiv edon e such electron icm issiv e

from a studen tin on e of m y politics classes. Itcon tain ed a sim ple on e-lin e
statem en tthatw hatfollow edrepresen tedhis/herbelief,an dthathe/she w ould
be "in terested in your tak e on it." W hatfollow ed w as a briefin g -cum -fun d-
raisin g piece from the con serv ativ e H eritag e Foun dation . The thrustof their
m essag e w as thatliberals are hypocrites w ho"...like to consider themselves open-
minded but in reality . . . are responsible for building a culture of intolerance . . . . If you
believe in constitutional rights like religious
freedom, gun rights, and freedom of speech, you
are labeled ignorant. Theirs is a dangerous
approach, but an effective one. It's insulting to
be called an ignorant bigot, and there's no way
to counter ad hominem attacks like that."

H ow in the w orld is on e supposed to
respon d to such heav ily biased flap-
doodle? Itseem s to m e thatthe author of

this screed-form erS outh Carolin a S en ator
an dcurren tH eritag e Foun dation P residen t
Jim D eM in t- is justas g uilty of in toleran ce as he claim s liberals to be. Itis
difficultto be san g uin e an d n otspeak outw hen people av ow thatA m erica,
con stitution ally protected freedom s, the n ation 's econ om ic health an d ev en
Christian ity are un der serious attack from liberals an d prog ressiv es. N ot
ag reein g w ith the hydra-headedbeastof fear,trepidation an dv ictim ization that

the A m erican rig hthas carefully n urtured ov er the pastg en eration should n ot
m ark on e as an in toleran thypocrite;rather,itcan in dicate thatothers m ay hav e
differin g opin ion san dw orldv iew s-often back edby coldhardfacts.

The H eritag e Foun dation m issiv e attack s O bam a Care for bein g socialistic,big
g ov ern m en tforbein g an ti-Christian an dliberals in g en eral forsupportin g hig her
taxes,g reater g ov ern m en treg ulation ,the con fiscation of g un s an d im m orality.
A t on e poin t, D eM in t quotes H eritag e scholar L ee Edw ards' lion ization of
P residen tRon ald Reag an :"...conservatives understand that the way to win the
electoral debate is to take a strong forward position and stick with it just as Reagan did
with his 1981 tax cuts that triggered 90 months of economic growth and his Strategic
Defense Initiative which forced the Soviets to abandon the arms race and agree to end the
cold war at the bargaining table and not on the battlefield." Ig uessif Ias a prog ressiv e

disag ree w ith M r.Edw ards,thatm ak es m e eitherig n oran tof history,a doctrin al
M arxistoran im m oral sen sualist. Truth totell,Iam n on e of the abov e;n or,doI
firm ly believ e,are the v astm ajority of m y fellow prog ressiv es.

Sen. Jim DeMint
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Certain ly,Reag an 's boldestm ov e as presiden tw as his 1981 tax cut,a sw eepin g
m easure thatslashed the m arg in al rate on the w ealthiestA m erican s from 70

percen tto 50 percen t.The leg islation also in cluded sm aller cuts in low er tax
brack ets, as w ell as big break s for corporation s an d the oil in dustry. That's
precisely w hatcon serv ativ es do.B utthe factof the m atter is thatthe following

y ear,as the econ om y w as m iredin recession an dthe federal deficitw as spiralin g

outof con trol,ev en g roups such as the B usin ess Roun dtable lobbiedReag an to
raise taxes.A n d he did:The Tax E quity an d Fiscal Respon sibility A ctof 1982
w as,atthe tim e,the larg estpeacetim e tax in crease in U.S .history.Ultim ately,
Reag an sig n edm easures thatin creasedfederal taxes ev ery yearof his tw o-term
presiden cy exceptthe firstan dthe last. A n dw hen itcom es tothe collapse of the
S ov ietUn ion ,ban k ruptin g itself by spen din g un toldbillion sin a sen seless w arin
A fg han istan had ev en m ore to do w ith the tide of history than the S trateg ic
D efen se In itiativ e ("S tarW ars").

O v er the pastg en eration ,con serv ativ es an d libertarian s lik e S en ator D eM in t-

alon g w ith the Tea P arty, Fox N ew s, rig ht-w in g radio talk -show hosts an d
in tern etsites lik e The Drudge Report, Breitbart an dN ew s M ax -hav e ceaselessly

proclaim edthatA m erica,its culture,econ om y an dChristian faith hav e all been
un der attack from the "A frican -born M arxistM uslim " B arack O bam a," an d his
cadre of in toleran tliberals.They hav e pushedthe v ictim ization button som an y
tim es an d in so m an y w ay s thatthey'v e in ev itably an d som ew hatpredictably
w oun d up w ith the lik es of D on ald Trum p an d Ted Cruz as their leadin g
can didates for the Republican presiden tial n om in ation . Thatso m an y g arden
v ariety Republican s blan ch atthe thoug htof eitherof them -on e a blow hard,the
other a m uch-despised ideolog ue - becom in g the G.O .P . stan dard bearer is
un surprisin g ;there are still a lotof thoug htful people outin the hin terlan ds.That

so m an y refuse to ack n ow ledg e thatitis the m erchan ts of fear,loathin g an d
con spiracy w hoare larg ely g uilty of hav in g foistthis reality upon them isn either
curiousn orun surprisin g ;itissadly trag ic.

A m erica has alw ays had a socioecon om ic an d political div ide betw een
con serv ativ es an d liberals,betw een rug g ed in div idualists an d w hatm ig htbe
called com m un itarian s. From our earliestdays,w e hav e debated - som etim es
civ illy,som etim es w ith arm s - w hether prim acy should restw ith the federal
g ov ern m en torthe v arious states. W e hav e replacedslav ery w ith Jim Crow ,Jim
Crow w ith in teg ration , an d in teg ration w ith the beg in n in g s of a color-blin d
society. A n d y et,accordin g to a recen tpoll,there are m ore Republican s w ho
in correctly believ e S en atorTedCruz w asborn in the U.S .(w ron g ,he w as born in
Can ada)than correctly believ e P residen tO bam a was born in the U.S . W hathath
the rig htw roug ht?
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Today,con serv ativ es lik e the folk s atthe H eritag e Foun dation push en han ced
v oter i.d. law s as a w ay of en surin g that cases of v oter fraud are all but

eradicated - despite a com prehen siv e in v estig ation of v oter im person ation
fin din g a m ere 31 credible in ciden ts outof m ore than on e billion ballots cast.
L eg islators supportin g these bills hav e all butadm ittedthatfraudhadn othin g to
do w ith passag e of the v arious bills. Rather, itw as an d is a tactic to place

stum blin g block s in the paths of studen t,m in ority an delderly v oters -a m ajority
of w hom ten dtov ote forD em ocrats.

Then too,there are all the so-called "Relig ious Freedom " bills curren tly bein g
passed by v arious Republican -dom in ated state leg islatures w hich perm it
busin esses, relig ious in stitution s, m em bers of the clerg y an d in div iduals to

discrim in ate ag ain stm em bers of the L GB T com m un ity;to do otherw ise,itis
arg ued,w ouldan abridg em en tof "true believ ers"FirstA m en dm en trig hts.The
sam e g oes forall leg islation w hich has effectiv ely m ade itn exttoim possible for
w om en tog etabortion s-in the n am e of w om en 'shealth an dsafety.

L et's g eton e thin g straig ht:Idodisag ree w ith m uch of w hatis con tain edin the
H eritag e Foun dation em ail. B utthisdoesn otm ak e m e -orthose w holook atthe
w orldthe sam e w ay Ido-in toleran torhypocritical;justcitizen s w ith a differen t
m in dsetw horefuse topain t-orbe pain ted-w ith a sin g le brush. Iforon e refuse
todem on ize -orbe dem on izedby -those w ith w hom Idisag ree.

S ofaras Ik n ow ,all coin s are tw o-sided-heads an dtails. Forthose w hofirm ly

believ e it's a g am e of "heads Iw in ,tails y ou lose,"please,Ibeg you,tak e a lon g ,
hardlook in the m irror. You m ig htbe shock edby w hatyou see starin g back at
you.

N ow ,let'ssee w hat'sarriv edin today'sen dlessbatch of em ail ...
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